In the crystal structure of the title compound, 2C 6 H 4 N 2 Á-C 6 H 2 Cl 2 O 4 Á2C 2 H 3 N, the two symmetry-related pyridine-3-carbonitrile molecules are linked to either side of a chloranilic acid (systematic name: 2,5-dichloro-3,6-dihydroxy-1,4-benzoquinone) molecule via intermolecular O-HÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bonds, giving a centrosymmetric 2:1 unit. The dihedral angle between the pyridine ring and the chloranilic acid plane is 26.71 (6) . In addition, the two acetonitrile molecules are linked to either side of the 2:1 unit through C-HÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bonds, forming a 2:1:2 aggregate. These 2:1:2 aggregates are further linked by weak intermolecular C-HÁ Á ÁN and C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds, forming a tape along the c axis.
Related literature
For related structures, see, for example: Gotoh et al. (2009) ; Gotoh, Asaji & Ishida (2008) ; Gotoh, Nagoshi & Ishida (2008 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Pyridine-3-carbonitrile-chloranilic acid-acetonitrile (2/1/2) K. Gotoh and H. Ishida
Comment
The title compound, (I), was prepared in order to extend our study on D-H···A hydrogen bonding (D = N, O, or C; A = N, O or Cl) in amine-chloranilic acid systems (Gotoh, Asaji & Ishida, 2008; Gotoh et al., 2009 ).
In the crystal structure of the title compound, two pyridine-3-carbonitrile molecules, one chloranilic acid molecule and two acetonitrile molecules are linked by O-H···N and C-H···N hydrogen bonds (Table 1) 
Experimental
Single crystals were obtained by slow evaporation from an acetonitrile solution (120 ml) of chloranilic acid (250 mg) and pyridine-3-carbonitrile (250 mg) at room temperature.
Refinement
C-bound H atoms were positioned geometrically (C-H = 0.95 or 0.98 Å) and refined as riding, allowing for free rotation of the methyl group. U iso (H) values were set at 1.2U eq (C) or 1.5U eq (methyl C). The O-bound H atom was found in a difference Fourier map and refined isotropically. The refined O-H distance is 0.92 (3) Å. 
Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å, °)

